IMPLANTING FALSE MEMORIES
If the beliefs are false then the memories are false.â€• Beginning her talk on how false memories can be implanted, Dr.
Loftus admitted that she.

Even if the day never arrives when your family doctor can prescribe a course of false memories, reflecting on
this ethical minefield may remind us that recollections are among our most precious assets. The first
application I can see would be to persuade gay people they "ought" to be heterosexual. Even so, there are
negative connotations too. Well, they're anything but. What were the circumstances that led to the event? Print
Advertisement Everyone enjoys the occasional practical joke â€” assuming the gag isn't mean-spirited or
overly perilous, even the prank's poor victim can appreciate the punch line! So, just putting false thoughts into
someone's thoughts sic does not seem nearly as invasive or potentially harmful. In a study by Lindsay and
colleagues people were shown a childhood photo from the same time period as the false event. That way,
should you succeed, you'll get some money out of the deal â€¦which you will, of course, give back once you
reveal your playful deception. This poses a big problem for criminal confessions resulting from suggestive
questioning by police and others and also for the accuracy associated with eyewitness memory. For example,
you could concoct a scene at a bar in which you purchased your friend a plethora of drinks and he or she never
paid you back. At the study's conclusion, fifty percent of subjects ended up concocting complete or partial
false memories! After all, many medical treatments involve taking drugs or having surgical operations. And
it's a completely personal experience. She told attendees at a conference of the Committee of Skeptical Inquiry
that it's also quite easy to create a false memory in someone's mind. Elizabeth Loftus, a cognitive psychologist
and expert on human memory has conducted hundreds of experiments throughout her career that show it's
pretty easy to change someone's memory about an event. For example: "Your parents told me that, when you
were 14, you stole something, and the police were involved," she said, adding that she'll say she called the
parents, and give details of their talk, "and then you believe me. Although he won the case, his wife divorced
him and he remains estranged from all of his children [sources: LaGanga , Vitelli ]. Other factors influencing
the likelihood of producing false memories include imagining the events and making a source-monitoring
error , specifically reality monitoring. Ingram was accused by his daughters of recurring sexual abuse in their
childhood. For example, in one study , researchers were able to convince 25 percent of subjects they'd been
lost in a shopping mall as children. A typical case involved a female who went to see a psychotherapist for an
issue such as depression. This box was safe. Though neuroscientists have considered such a possibility for
years, they never thought this kind of experiment could actually work. Meanwhile, a psychology professor at
New York University, Dr. The scientists and their team injected a biochemical cocktail into the brains of
special, genetically engineered mice. Follow BBC Future. Ramirez and Liu came together in and designed a
new method for exploring live brains, to identify specific engrams. These involve putting real things into the
body. According to these authors there is no evidence that any children have been harmed in a memory
implantation study and until such evidence exists there is no reason to stop using these techniques with
children as long as it produces good research. Even in the lab, researchers succeed less than half of the timeâ€¦
â€¦but it can be done. She'll keep going and layer in detailâ€”the person's age, hometown, the name of their
childhood best friend, and get them to repeatedly imagine the crime happening, over and over again, even if
they never did it. They found that using emotional events did not change the rate of false memory creation
significantly compared with other studies. If you want more of a challenge, try to implant a memory that
supposedly occurred more recently. Networks of neurons lighting up. When you commence, be persistent. In
order to prove that they could identify certain engrams, they reactivated a memory associated with fear.

